First of all many thanks to all of you who have been supporting the project all along and those who have send their support over the last few months.

As you are aware CPRT arranged a national awareness seminar to raise the issue at a national level and bring the plight of our children to the attention of our nation.

I am pleased to say that we did a pretty good job of it. Our children were marvelous. They stood up in front of the entire media and there were at least 50 cameras and in front of Mrs Reham Khan and showcased their transformation to the world. Their confidence was amazing. My own children would not have been able to stand up and do what they did in that heat and crowd and attention.

You have received links from different TV news headlines which carried on through out the day. I will edit and send you many more clips from our own photographer.

More importantly, I was invited to talk to the students of Kinnaird college, British Council and Executive board of Lahore Chambers of Commerce by the president of the Chamber himself.

Kinnaird college are going to provide us not only 100 hours but they are planning bringing the children to the college on a regular basis to inspire them, make them take part in drama and other activities. 

I met with the Kinnaird college Director of English who also runs a calligraphy vocational institute as a charity and has offered to take our children with that kind of talent and even pay them stipend.

British Council have understood our model of inspiring children and their parents and make them dream again which has led them to want to learn and educate themselves. They have agreed to work with us soon.

The executive board of chamber of commerce were moved to tears and have endorsed our model and have ordered full advertisement of our model to all their members and the President has promised to visit the centres himself and support in every possible way.

Medial students and Grammar schools have also agreed to visit and invite our children to their institutions to further stimulate their resolve to educate themselves.

4 of Lahore centres children have started accelerated learning yesterday as I made those arrangements before I left and also got 3 individuals to sponsor the expenses which are Rs 8000/- per child per month all inclusive of studies, uniforms, books, bags, snacks, transport etc. I will be looking for more people to sponsor the 10 other children ready for schooling but we need separate sponsors for that as CPRT program is to inspire them to get into education for now.

Mrs Reham Khan has promised to come to any event we invite her to in relation to child protection program.

I met with the DG of Punjab Child protection Bureau and she has agreed to work with us to help children and we may have access to their vocational training institute for our children who want to learn skills.

I was trying to contact the owner of Gourmet who is renowned for his donations and food distribution and wanted to ask him to provide quality snacks for our children on a daily basis. I left my number with various people for his attention. Allah made him call me one night and he agreed with the model and asked me to send our coordinator to make these arrangements. I have emailed him the details and InshAllah this will be an excellent connection for the future as well. This will also reduce our costs significantly which we can then use to open other centres once more of our colleagues join the cause. 

I met so many other people that it was difficult to keep a record but 2 individuals gave CPRT Rs 50,000/- each on the spot and one them said it is just the first installment. This gentleman was one of my uncles, Hanif sb, who I have known since 1971. He then got me in contact with my old friend and his son Ahmad who is in USA and I am hoping he would help the cause get some help from USA. Many others gave cash donations.

One university asked me to do a lecture on leadership and paid me for my time which has also gone into CPRT. I have offered all colleges and universities lectures and courses of various kinds with the fees going to CPRT whenever I visit Pakistan next. They have me on the offer.

Although it was an extremely busy, 12-hour a day visit with very little sleep I can safely say it was extremely fruitful. I got encouragement from everyone I met and everyone endorsed our vision of inspiring children and our model of "education and vocation through recreation".

I was also asked to discuss this issue of education on DIN TV, Beyond Headlines, Program against a retired educationist who did not think NGOs should help and his view was that education should only be the responsibility of the govt, which I had to respond to and the host at the very end agreed with our view that everyone should help in whatever capacity they can. Link is http://www.pakistanvoices.com/talkshow/Beyond-Headlines-21st-May-2015/145957/32

My cousins in Sialkot who own the largest cargo company in Pakistan have also agreed to help as an organisation and also by asking their big businessmen contacts to help as well. I will await their contributions. We may be able to start a centre with their help in Sialkot under the supervision of Dr Rashid from UK who emailed me with his wish to initiate such a centre in Sialkot. 

I also have another email from Dr Raza Hasnain a colleague in UK who is interested in starting a centre in Multan.

I then had a very long meeting with AlKhidmat our humanitarian organisation who have agreed to help us with their teams in any city that we plan to start a centre. They have liked the model so much that they are now ready to use the model and open another 100 centres they say on their own with their own donations. With 25 million children out of school and 2 million on the streets another 1000 centres will not be enough so I have asked them to go ahead after discussions with Altaf Khattak. AlKhidmat have agreed to use our model the way it is to ensure we inspire children and direct them in the right direction.

Please speed up all your efforts and see if anyone can take this message forward by arranging events or blogging, tweeting, facebook etc. Also keep your donations coming and Ramadan is coming so your zakat and other donations would be helpful.

Ask your friends not yet contributing to start helping.
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